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H

alloween is like a gateway drug to the holiday season. It feels like the
moment we’ve passed out the last piece of candy, our attention has
turned to Thanksgiving, and Christmas. For many of us, that means we start
looking for deals on stuff for family and friends. We begin thinking about all
the parties we need to attend and how to get everything done before
Christmas Day.
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The Christmas season can be stressful, but there are many things about it I
enjoy. For instance, I enjoy wearing my ugly Christmas sweater, and I can
promise if you’re around church, you’ll likely see me in it at least once. I enjoy
getting together with people at Christmas and celebrating Jesus. I also enjoy
Christmas lights. The kids and I will be working hard to light up the
parsonage like never before. There is something incredible about the way a
lit up house can bring joy to a neighborhood. Maybe you don’t agree, but you
will never convince me otherwise.
While I enjoy all of those things, what I really love is Advent, and no, I’m not
paid to say that.
If you’re not familiar with Advent, it is marked by the four Sundays leading up
to Christmas Day. It is a time of waiting and anticipation that is capped by a
joyful celebration of the birth of Jesus. Advent forces us to slow down from
the busyness of the season and patiently absorb the grace of God displayed
in the birth of Jesus.
This year our Advent series is going to take us on a journey through time to
the birth of Jesus. We’re going to explore the Old Testament’s prophecies
and attempt to participate in the anticipation they had for the arrival of Jesus.
We’ll also be looking at the events leading up to Jesus’ birth to see how God
orchestrated all things for Jesus’ birth. And then, we’re going to stretch
Advent into the new year as we consider what it means for us to be waiting
for Jesus to return.
See, the beauty of Advent is not just the build up to the birth of Christ, it is a
reminder that we are in a second Advent waiting for Jesus to return.
So as you prepare for Christmas this year, immerse yourself in Advent.
Immerse yourself in a posture of waiting, not just for December 25, but for the
day when Christ will return in profound glory. Slow down from the busyness.
Allow yourself room to breathe. Consider all God did to bring Jesus into the
world, and all that he is doing now to bring him back.
- Pastor Eric

The Calling of Parenting

T

his fall at Fourth, many parents
have had the opportunity of interacting with Paul David Tripp’s “Getting to
the Heart of Parenting,” first in the
parenting conference that we held on
September 25 and continuing on through
small groups this fall. Although there are
many aspects of Tripp’s teaching that are
helpful, here are a couple that stand out to me.
Number one: the family is a theological community.
Children are by nature always taking in reality and God’s
revelation of himself. However, there’s a problem: our children
(like us) don’t always interpret reality properly! So what is the
role of a parent? We are called to come alongside our children
and help them understand who God is. Are we training our kids
to see the awesomeness of God in a beautiful sunset on Lake
Michigan, in the butterflies at Meijer Gardens, or in their very
bodies, where even their toenails show the glory of God (so
says Tripp, quoting John Calvin)? Whatever else we do as
parents, God has designed the family as a theological
community. When Jesus calls us to go and make disciples, one
of the main places we are called to do that is in the context of
our families.
A second key point: parenting is about heart transformation, not behavior modification. As parents, it can be easy to
focus on behavior modification - so we yell, we manipulate, we
threaten. But the source of our child’s behavior is their heart, so
we must ask: how do we get at that?
But here’s where Tripp gets really challenging. He points
out that we cannot change anyone, including our children. That
sounds disheartening. But it’s not; it’s actually the path to
getting at the heart. As parents, all we can do is be an
instrument of grace used by God to help our children see God
and see their own hearts. But getting at their hearts requires us
to be honest about our own hearts. When we manipulate, when
we give guilt trips, when we focus on behavior modification, it
reveals our own hearts. It reveals that we’re often more
concerned about our own convenience or about our family’s
image than our child’s heart. We want them to behave for our
own selfish reasons and so we turn what should be “moments
of ministry” into moments of anger and look for quick, easy
solutions rather than getting at the heart.
In other words, parenting is so hard not because of my
kids’ hearts, but because of my own. Parenting makes me
constantly aware of my own shortcomings and thus the
constant need for the grace of Jesus to be poured out daily. But
if there is anything our kids need, it is to see us live in a
constant state of dependence on the daily grace that is there
for us from our heavenly Father. As we ask him to be shaping
us into the image of his Son Jesus, we can participate in his
work of shaping our kids as well.
- Branson Parler

Birthdays
November
1- Iva Brus
1 - Michelle Coutchie
6 - Marge Bolthuis
7 - Micah Meendering
8 - Taylor Eising
15 - MK Townley
18 - Philip Brinks
24 - Nevaeh Bills
27 - Sydney Hawkins
30 - Nancy Brinks

December
1 - David Bolt
7 - Anna Wetzel
11 - Caleb Coeling
12 - Peg Blanksma
15 - Dennis Jingles
18 - Bob Berthiaume
19 - Amy Coeling
20 - Kurt Faasse
21 - Beth Rossiter
25 - Gabriel Hawkins
26 - Erin Broene
28 - Tom Boehm
28 - Sharon Gamache
29 - Dave Bolt
31 - Greg Coutchie
31 - Eliana Parler
31 - Shayla Newman

GEMS

G

EMS kicked off this year
with a Carnival and closed
out October with a fall party
where we had lots of fun decorating pumpkins and a photo
booth. We've enjoyed digging
into God's Word and learning
how God's love overflows, how
we can give that to others, and
what that truly looks like. This
year we've added a portion of
the night for Scripture memorization lead by
Laura Montalvo and we're excited to fill our girls
with the Word of God in a big way! We had a
great turn out of women stepping up for Special
Friends and look forward to our Christmas party
and caroling at Rest Haven to end this semester!
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered,
provided snacks, and helped behind the scenes
in all sorts of ways!
- Kristi Dennis
May the Lord make your love increase and
overflow for each other and for everyone
else, just as ours does for you.
I Thess. 3:12

Diary of a Summer Camp Nurse

M

y first time volunteering as a camp nurse was last year. Not a lot of
experience under my belt. So, I have done this before, no big deal. Right?
And besides I did spend a few days this summer with a real Camp Nurse at CranHill. I am sure that will be of help.
But what supplies did I bring and what supplies did I use? Why didn’t I make a list? I
know how to get there. I know what the conditions are like. I know what the kids are
like. This should be easy. There is even the rumor that there will be more help this
year. That remains to be seen.
The campers come from the Indian Reservation at Peshawbestown (P-town),
Michigan. The Reservation is part of the Grande Traverse Band which includes the Chippewa and Odawa (Ottawa for
us English) Tribes.
I am bringing 25 swim goggles that were donated by my church family. Many of the kids last year wanted to use mine.
Also bringing some kid’s size swim suits, just in case.
Turns out there is a slight increase in the number of helpers. But the number of campers is also up. I have only five
kids who need daily meds. One of my meds kids is a repeat from last year. She has grown more emotionally mature
then last year. The call for Band-Aids is beginning. I can’t understand why the kids like going barefoot. Is it a heritage
thing or something else?
First day at the beach. There was not a big demand for the swim goggles. Must be an off year. My hopes of a group
picture with kids wearing goggles have been dashed. One of the young boys needs swim trunks though. That was a
good idea.
In between medications, cleaning wounds and Band-Aids I have time to help in the kitchen. My help in the kitchen is
greatly appreciated. There are two ladies working the kitchen. One is Norma (70) who drives a red Corvette. I spend
time with food prep, help serving, doing dishes and wishing I could take the Corvette for a spin. I think they are getting
their money’s worth from me.
Boat tubing is new this year. A few bumped heads and headaches but no serious injuries.
Told one girl tonight that I was out of Band-Aids. She looked at me like I was crazy. One of the counselors just
laughed. “Just kidding.” That is one supply I don’t want to be short of. Everyone wants one or two.
Today the kids were given a pair of Chuck Taylor basketball shoes. I didn’t know Chuck Taylors came in so many
colors. They were a big hit. What was wrong with the goggles? I guess it’s better that their feet are covered.
Campers are beginning to practice skits for a talent show that they will share with their parents the last night of camp
after a potluck supper. The kids seem to need more encouraging this year to share their talents. Some of what they
will try to share through their skits is what they learned this week. A lot of time this week was spent on respect.
Respecting your parents, your teachers and especially respecting each other. Respect is part of the Seven Great
Grandfather teachings which also includes love, honesty, truth, courage, wisdom and humility. Sounds pretty good to
me, but I wonder who is this Great Grandfather? Guess I need to do a little homework.
Camp is over for another year. Potluck supper and talent show was a success. I get to go home soon. I will have to
consider the terms of my contract for next year.
PS. Make list of supplies for next year.

- Don Coutchie
December Dates to Remember:
3 - Date Day
7 - Kids Hope Christmas Party
11 - Christmas Card Deadline
18 - Christmas Program
19 - GEMS Caroling

Reformed Church - Native American Missions, Part 2

M

ay 1, 1907 was a red letter day in the history of Reformed Church Native
American missions. In the morning, the Comanche Reformed Church at
Lawton OK was organized. About 20 miles away, the Apache Reformed Church was
organized that afternoon. The Reformed Church at Colony OK organized in 1898
eventually became Presbyterian in 1932. Many children, removed from their parents
and sent to eastern schools, returned as mature believers.
The first convert at Comanche was a girl named Dorothy, the niece of the local
medicine man Nahwats. Through her testimony, Nahwats became a believer and a
leader and generous donor in the church. Dorothy led many of her family to Christ before her tragic death at the age
of 16. Her youngest brother Robert Chaat became the first Indian pastor ordained in the Reformed Church serving at
Lawton from 1931-69.
Dorothy’s sister Tocsi was featured in the January 1900 issue of the Reformed Church’s children’s missionary
magazine Day Star. Describing Tocsi’s former rough environment, the author wrote This is the life we wish to keep away
from Tocsi…and it is surprising to see how quickly she adapted herself to white people’s ways. Two pictures in the article
show her wearing native clothing and a dress with a white smock. Despite her young age, Tocsi became the
congregation’s primary interpreter. Later, as Maud Blevins, she was a lifelong dedicated member at Comanche until
her death in 1984 at the age of 100.
A church was begun at Mescalero, NM in 1909. After their release from house arrest in 1913, 187 Chiricahua
Apaches relocated to Mescalero, 89 carrying letters of membership transfer. The newcomers and those already there
lived very different lives. While the Chiricahuas had long been part of an organized church and had largely adopted the
white man’s ways, the Mescaleros were more primitive and found it harder to assimilate.
The Jicarilla Apache Reformed Church at Dulce, NM was located in a very isolated area. At times up to 90% of the
people suffered from tuberculosis and a sanitarium had to be built. Apart from 3-4 months training at a Bible institute,
the first pastor J. Denton Simms had no prior theological training. Simms’ ministry blossomed after holding a Christian
funeral service for a little girl. He went on to serve at Dulce from 1916-36. The work of women was vital here and
elsewhere. Hendrina Hospers, who accompanied the Chiricahuas from Fort Sill to Mescalero and finally reached Dulce,
travelled widely from village to village. The renowned “Four Misses” of Dulce who contributed 123 combined years of
service included Hospers (1907-46), Edna VandeVrede (1920-54), Marie Van Vuren (1929-59) and Gertrude Van Roskel
(1937-57). The original church, built in 1914, is still in use today.
The Presbyterian mission at Winnebago, NB was taken over by the RCA in 1908. The Winnebago Henry Cloud
enrolled at Yale in 1906. Here, he met Mary Roe who, together with her husband, was a missionary at Colony, OK. The
Roes treated Cloud like their own son, paid his way through college, and raised support for the Winnebago mission
from churches in nearby Iowa. To honor them, Cloud assumed “Roe” as his middle name. The first pastor at
Winnebago, Gustavus Adolph (“G.A.”) Watermulder served from 1908-46. Watermulder’s native assistant James
Ottipoby became an army chaplain. A personal letter stated that he unknowingly carried the documents of the
Japanese unconditional surrender to the ceremony aboard the battleship Missouri.
A Presbyterian mission among the Omaha Indians at Macy, NB. was taken over by the Reformed Church in 1934.
Soon afterward, Rev. G. A. Watermulder appealed to the denomination saying It would be very difficult to find a more
needy field anywhere in the United States. In the early 1990s, the church changed its name from the First Reformed
Church of the Omaha Mission to the Umonhon Reformed Church reflecting the Indian’s tribal name.
The native congregations eventually distanced themselves from the eastern church. At the General Synod of 1957,
the six native churches were transferred from the Classis of New York to more nearby classes. Five of the former
missions still have congregations today with a combined membership of over 800.
- Eric O’Brock
Next - Annville Institute and Southern Normal School

One Flight Up

Christmas Cards

F

rom the corner office on the second
floor… YES! I do have an office. I
know many of you don’t visit the second
floor very often, but if you’re looking for
me on a Wednesday, that’s where I’ll be.
Lots of ideas and thoughts come from
this office. Inspirations, prayers,
struggles, praise, and planning. Planning services, planning
kid’s praise team music, planning singers and instrumentalists, planning Christmas programs, and planning inclusive
worship. I’d like to write to you briefly on these last two.
The kid’s praise team together with the middle school
kids are all working very hard on this year’s Christmas
program entitled, “Special Delivery: Wrapped in the Father’s
Love”. This is a fun program celebrating our Lord’s birth
from the perspective of the angels. We hope you can join us
for this special time of worship on December 18.
Inclusive worship is a relatively new term among
churches. Inclusive worship looks at including persons with
a variety of abilities within your congregation and involves a
combination of universal design and responsive design. We
have a team of people that will be starting to take a closer
look at Fourth, evaluating how we’re doing and where we
need to be more inclusive. As an example, one of the things
we’ve done is include Aaron Wetzel in the worship team.
Aaron is seeing impaired. He can see high contrast items,
but otherwise is mainly blind. He expressed wanting to be
on the worship team a while back and we created steps
together to make that happen. Aaron uses a computer
monitor to read the music and I make all the music very
large and with bright contrast so he can make out the notes.
He then has a foot clicker to “page through” the music as
the song continues. This is just one example of inclusive
worship. The Christian Learning Center recently put
together a video capturing what we at Fourth have started
and what other churches have also done. That video can be
seen at https://clcnetwork.org/for-churches/worshipasone/
I look forward to what God has planned for our church
and what he will teach me from the corner office and everywhere else. May God receive all the praise!
- Julie Schalk

For kids….
Good Good Father by Tomlin and Barrett
The story of a little bear named Tucker whose life and
townspeople are forever changed when they learn how
great the King’s love is for them. (Recommended by Clara B.!)
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands by K. Nelson
Nelson has created a beautiful interpretation of the song
through his stirring artwork.

I

t’s that time of year when we have the privilege
of sending Christmas cards to our elderly who
are not able to join us for worship.
There will be a wrapped box under the signup table where you can deposit them. The last
Sunday for collection will be December 11. On the
11th, we will be asking for volunteers to grab a
bundle and visit that particular shut-in with their
cards. You will not only bless them with your visit,
but it will be a blessing for yourself, also. The list
for this year is as follows:
Vera Baar
Peggy Blanksma
Barb Blystone
Iva Brus
Connie Larson
Charlton Meyer
Tim Randall
Joyce Van Neuren
Eleanor DeFouw

Check These Out!
Parenting by Paul Tripp
Tripp offers parents a big-picture view of God’s
plan. Outlining fourteen foundational principles
centered on the gospel. He calls for us to live in
light of the grace and hope we have in Jesus.
The Broken Way by Ann Voskamp
Ann presents the gospel in a fresh way for desperate Christians in need of a renewed revelation of
the grace of God. No matter how broken you are.
Double Play by Ben & Julianna Zobrist
Ben, a two-time World Series champion and his
wife Julianna, a recognized artist, provide an
inside glimpse of an amazing real life story about
answered prayers, love, and allowing the Holy
Spirit to guide their lives in difficult times.
The Magnolia Story by C.& J. Gaines
This book offers a peek behind the curtain of who
Chip and Joanna are today. If you enjoy their hit
show Fixer Upper, you are sure to enjoy their
book, also.
The Daniel Prayer by Anne Graham Lotz
This book, based on Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 9
will help you pray effectively for your nation, your
family, and yourself.
Love Does by Bob Goff
When Love Does, each day turns into a meaningful chance that makes faith simple and real.

Kids Hope USA Prayer Walk

D

oes prayer make a difference? I believe it does, and the Lord has laid it on my heart
for us to bring our prayer to a new level for our Kids Hope ministry. Prayer has
always been a key part of the Kids Hope ministry as each mentor/child relationship has
also been matched with a prayer partner, but I felt that we could be doing even more
especially through corporate prayer...so we kicked off our 18th year of partnership with
Kent Hills Elementary School with a Prayer Walk on October 2!
Our Kids Hope Prayer Coordinator, Regina Riley, led a group of about 30 men,
women and children on a walk from Fourth Church to Kent Hills Elementary School. We
were so thankful that Norma Boehm's Christian education class was able to join us. They had been working on
painted stones/prayer rocks that they had planned to place around our neighborhood prior to the announcement
about our Prayer Walk. When Norma asked me if they could join us, I felt that this was a confirmation that God was
calling us to pray for our neighborhood! Regina had also prepared some prayer sticks with various Scripture verses
on them to be pushed into the ground as a symbol of God healing the land as
we read in 2 Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, who are called by my name, will
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their
land.” The prayer rocks and sticks were a great visual for us and we pray as
people found the prayer rocks placed by their doors or on their steps, that they
served as a great encouragement to them.
Another way that we are focusing on prayer is through monthly prayer
gatherings. Our Kids Hope volunteers will meet on the first Sunday of the month
from 11 AM to noon in the fireside room. Do you believe prayer makes a
difference? If so, please join us as we pray for our students, their families and
the staff at Kent Hills Elementary School.
- Mary Kay Townley
Kids Hope USA Director

Youth Group

S

am and I are excited to be able to be in the Youth Director position here at Fourth and have the opportunity to
work with our high school and middle school students in a big way. This year we are again combining with
East Leonard's middle school group, Team21, and meeting twice a month. We canvassed Grand Rapids in a
Photo Scavenger Hunt at the end of October. We had a great turn out and a good time with the competition.
Please let us know if you are willing to volunteer to help out at Youth Group. We'd love to see more
relationships being formed between the many generations of our church and need help to do it! If you have ideas
of ways you can help, or just want to provide food, we would absolutely appreciate the help! Please contact us if
you are interested. Don't be surprised if we seek you out!
Some of our high school boys expressed an interest in meeting for a Bible study on Revelation which we
began October 23rd. We're definitely looking forward to digging further into this interesting book and wrestling
with the ideas it presents. It's absolutely wonderful to see the genuine curiosity and desire to learn the Word and
engage in it in a deeper way.
- Kristi Dennis

